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What Investors are Looking for in Early Stage 
Start-up Companies

Abstract: It is obviously important and even crucial that the founders of a new start-up company thoroughly understand the 
technology and the market for their products, as well as how their products will be manufactured, and the supply chain associated 
with manufacturing. It may not be immediately obvious, however, that the founders also need to thoroughly understand what 
their potential investors are looking for. Clearly, investors are looking for a return on their investment, but in order to improve their 
chances of getting a return, there are many features of the new company and the team which investors closely and carefully 
scrutinize. This talk will focus on what those features are. What aspects of your company do investors consider crucial and which 
aspects will increase your potential for securing funding? Also, there are several types of investors, individual angels, angel groups, 
strategic corporate investors, and venture capitalists. Each of these groups have different motivations and agendas which drive 
their decisions. When founders genuinely comprehend what investors like to see in their portfolio companies, they will not only find 
it easier to obtain funding, but their chances of being commercially successful will also be enhanced.
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